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§92F-13  Government records; exceptions to general rule.  This part shall not require 

disclosure of: 

      (1)  Government records which, if disclosed, would constitute a clearly unwarranted 

invasion of personal privacy; 

     (2)  Government records pertaining to the prosecution or defense of any judicial or 

quasi-judicial action to which the State or any county is or may be a party, to the extent 

that such records would not be discoverable; 

     (3)  Government records that, by their nature, must be confidential in order for the 

government to avoid the frustration of a legitimate government function; 

    (4)  Government records which, pursuant to state or federal law including an order of 

any state or federal court, are protected from disclosure; and 

     (5)  Inchoate and draft working papers of legislative committees including budget 

worksheets and unfiled committee reports; work product; records or transcripts of an 

investigating committee of the legislature which are closed by rules adopted pursuant to 

section 21-4 and the personal files of members of the legislature. 

(6) Inter-agency and intra-agency memoranda including emails, recommendations 

including drafts communicating information from one public employee to another for 

purposes of providing information, comments, discussion, recommendation, to assist in 

the decision or policy make function, until and except where such final agency decision is 

made public.  

 

 

[§92F-3] General definitions.  Unless the context otherwise requires, in this chapter: 

     "Agency" means any unit of government in this State, any county, or any combination of 

counties; department; institution; board; commission; district; council; bureau; office; governing 

authority; other instrumentality of state or county government; or corporation or other 

establishment owned, operated, or managed by or on behalf of this State or any county, but does 

not include the nonadministrative functions of the courts of this State. 

     "Government record" means information maintained by an agency in written, auditory, visual, 

electronic, or other physical form. "Government record" shall not include writings that are truly 

preliminary in nature, such as personal notes and rough drafts of memorandum that have not 

been finalized for circulation within or among the agency.1 

     "Individual" means a natural person. 

     "Person" means an individual, corporation, government, or governmental subdivision or 

agency, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, association, or any other legal entity. 

     "Personal record" means any item, collection, or grouping of information about an individual 

that is maintained by an agency.  It includes, but is not limited to, the individual's education, 

financial, medical, or employment history, or items that contain or make reference to the 

individual's name, identifying number, symbol, or other identifying particular assigned to the 

individual, such as a finger or voice print or a photograph 
 

 
1 Peer News LLC v. City & Cty. of Honolulu, 143 Haw. 472, 431 P.3d 1245, 2018, footnote 15.  


